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Scout Enriches Mining Park

By B.L. Mc Laughlin
Times-Bonanza and Goldfield News
May 22, 2008

As fascinating as it already
was, the TONOPAH HISTORIC
MINING PARK has become even
more so, thanks to Tonopah High

School junior Conrad Baker’s
Eagle Scout project. Baker’s
project, a working

blacksmith forge, is one of the
first displays to add

a new dimension to the park -
living history. Think Colonial
Williamsburg, Nevada style.

The forge was made from
an antique forge, refurbished with
quarter-inch steel welded inside
the rusted original pan. The high-
cranked
Blower, that brings oxygen to
the coal-and-coke-fired
fire in the forge, was
cleaned and oiled, and
almost runs on its
own. A refurbished
S antique hood and anvil

. complete the project.
| To make the
vu Blacksmith shop
' functional, a few more
modern touches have
been added - wheel
rims supporting the
anvil, a 50- gallon
drum to hold water
for cooling, and a small

metal cooling table.
The last, explained

Baker, is necessary
because throwing
forged implements

L directly into
Continued on page 3

New TV for
the Park

A most generous
donation has been made to the
Park by Mike "Dunk" Dunkerly
in the form of a 2009 red
Polaris Ranger Crew ATV.
Bill Kottinger of Reno also
contributed to make this
donation possible.

In addition to being able
to offer guided tours of the Park
in this vehicle, the Park is now
able to offer tours to physically

challenged  visitors. The
TONOPAH HISTORIC
MINING PARK is most

appreciative to Dunk and Bill
for this wonderful contribution.
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Earth Science Education
Tonopah Teacher’s
Workshop 2008

The Teacher's Workshop
held in July in Tonopah was a huge
success. The Nevada State Mining
Association, the sponsor, under the
leadership of the Nevada State
Mining Education Committee, had
the largest crowd ever for rural
Nevada. The whole community got
behind the program. The town was
full for the entire week, nearly 90
teachers plus all the staff and
volunteers. The TONOPAH
HISTORIC MINING PARK was an
important factor in the success of
the workshops. The park hosted
150 guests for the outdoor
Barbecue and gold panning event.
The tours of Goldfield and Tonopah
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as well as the Chemetall Silver
Peak, Monte Cristo and Round
Mountain were exceptional.
Classes and teachers aids
materials

were

Outstanding

and the

response

from

participants most rewarding. It is
the parks mission to be a living
history museum. The park is the
site of a number of functions
representing over one hundred
years of mining history.

The newly constructed
blacksmith shop (an Eagle Scout
project) by Conrad Baker was in
operation with demonstrations.
Boy Scouts of America, Troop #17,
with help from their leaders did the
barbecue. Wonderful food -
wonderful evening with awards.



Big Thanks

Dear Julanme Kaufman and
Nevada Mining Assoctation,

t can't stop talking about the
great Teacher's Mintng Conference that
( just returned
from in Tonopah this week! Everyone
who attended was in awe of how
lnsplrational it was. |
can't wait to start my school year and
begin telling wmy students about the
bmportance of wmining tn Nevada, |
appreciated all the efforts put inko every
detatl, Each session was packed full of
new and nteresting information that
can apply to wmy teaching. 1t am wot a
native Nevadan so 1 did not previously
wnderstand the sionificance of mining
to our state, wation and to our world,
This was by far the best conference |
have ever attended in my entlre career, |
sincerely hope that many other teachers
will be able to experience this workshop
in future years.

 would also like to thank you
for the Dbeautiful Newwmont Gold
Splatter. 1t {s quite an honor for any
teacher to recelve such a wagnificent
prize. This is truly an amazing tribute
from the Nevada Mining Assoclation
and | am humbled to have recelved ik,

cod Bless Nevada Mining for thelr
kind considerations.

siwaeVeLg,

Marsha walton

15t and 2% Grade Teacher,
Hillside Elementary
Storey County Schools

All photo were taken by Mike Visher, State
of Nevada, Dept. of Minerals

Big Plans for
Butler Days
2009

The 39th annual Jim Butler Days
will be held over Memorial Day
weekend, May 22 through 25th
2009. The Nevada State Drilling
and Mucking championship will
have the largest jack pot purse in
the history of the competition.
Both professionals and amateurs
will compete in single and double
jack drilling contests. Both
single and team mucking
competitions will be pitting
schools and mining companies
against one another. Properly
sized equipment will allow
youngsters to compete as well.
Special teams of women will
compete in all categories. This
event will take place immediately
after the parade on Saturday at
the Historic Mining Park grounds.
Gold panning will take place
during the contests,
demonstrations in the blacksmith
shop and the park will be open to
all free of charge. Come see all
the changes at the park and
enjoy the family day. All this is in
keeping with the mission of the
TONOPAH HISTORIC MINING
PARK to encourage
understanding of mining in the
west. All money donated to the
championships will be added to
the jackpot purse. This is State
of Nevada’s championship
contest. Winners can go on to
the World Championships in
Carson City during the Nevada
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